
•
 

XO, Malia
Thank you for your purchase! I hope that our Playdough to Plato family of websites helps you save time,
stay inspired, and give EVERY student bigger results. 

you may... you may not...
Use this teaching tool for personal use.
Use this teaching tool for one classroom.
Upload this file to your classroom Google Drive
account or other storage location.

Send this file directly to a friend. Instead, send
them the URL address so they can purchase
their own copy.
Sell or in any way profit from this electronic file.
Store or distribute this file in any other website
or another location where other people may
download it. ex: Dropbox, Facebook groups,
4Shared
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Teaching in the Tongass
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You're invited... 
to join our free 
VIP email list.

https://www.pinterest.com/Playdough2Plato/
https://www.instagram.com/playdough2plato/
https://www.facebook.com/PlaydoughToPlato/
https://www.tiktok.com/@playdoughtoplato
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com
https://www.etsy.com/shop/SweetShopDesign
https://www.speakingofimages.com/#
https://www.playdoughtoplato.com
https://thereadingroadmap.com
https://thestemlaboratory.com
https://playdoughtoplato.activehosted.com/f/1
https://scienceofreadingformula.com
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PREP-  

If you don’t have it al ready, download and install the Kimberly Geswein font pack. (It’s free on Teachers 
Pay Teachers HERE!). Quit and reopen Adobe before editing the PDF.

You can type in the editable box on page 4 to digitally add your signature. You can also delete the words in 
the box to leave it blank and sign the letter after printing. 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/ALL-Kimberly-Geswein-Fonts-in-One-Big-Download-Personal-Use-537780
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/ALL-Kimberly-Geswein-Fonts-in-One-Big-Download-Personal-Use-537780


Reading at Home
Dear families,

As your child is learning to read this year, you might notice
that the process looks very different than when you and I
were in school. For instance, we'll be focusing a lot on the
SOUNDS in words so students' brains learn to hear word
parts so they can successfully connect them to the letters
used to spell them.

All of the shifts you will notice are based on 70+ years of
research called the "science of reading". It pinpoints the most
effective ways to teach students to read. The information has
been collected by a variety of experts including brain
scientists, researchers, and teachers just like me who
analyzed the impact of specific teaching strategies and
activities to find what was most effective for students.

I'm including some of those strategies for you here so you can
see the difference for yourself when you are reading with
your child at home!

If you have any questions about why we're doing an activity,
please reach out to me. I'm always excited to talk about our
brain-friendly, research-based practices. 

Sincerely,

  

Playdough to Plato



If I'm stuck on a word, I can...
 start at the left of the word

 say each sound in the word

 blend the sounds together to read the word

 split the word into syllables so I can sound
 out smaller parts

 check to see if the word makes sense

If I'm stuck on a word, I shouldn't...
 look at the picture for clues

 use only the first letter of the word

 guess what the word might be

Reading Strategies
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Reading Activities

At home or on the go, we can...
 
       read aloud together 

       make a hopscotch game with letters or words
 
       keep a few books in the car

       turn on closed captioning while watching TV

       call out words that start with the first sound
       in a name

       tap out the sounds we hear in a word

       rhyme with daily activities - for example
       rhyme with "sink" while washing hands

       while out for a walk, take a hop each time we 
       hear a word that starts with a specific sound

       work together to label items around the
       house 
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